
Quattro Design Architects are 
an architectural practice based 
in Gloucester Quays with over 
35 years experience working 
throughout the South West, 
South Wales and West Midlands 
regions.

We work across several sectors 
including Housing, Elderly 
Care, Healthcare, Leisure and 
Education applying our design 
expertise in ways that help in the 
creation of a sustainable future. 

Quattro is known for it’s 
innovative approach through 
close collaboration with users 
and clients. We understand the 
need for quality developments 
which promote sustainability 
and deliver value for money. 
Quattro champions sustainability 
in the construction industry; 
we believe in a clear focus on 
energy efficiency and simplicity 
in design. 

Since our formation, 
sustainability, social responsibility 
and collaboration have been at 
the heart of our work. Today, 
we embrace those values as 
passionately as ever, developing 
exemplary buildings designed 
with a human touch. 

At The Crypt School we promote 
that art is not always about a 
final piece but the search itself. 
The journey is as important 
as the outcome. We believe 
to develop artistic growth, 
students as critical thinkers need 
intellectual and practical balance; 
individually, in groups and as 
a whole class. Presented with 
and guided through problem-
solving situations that challenge 
their perceptions; students are 
given opportunities to create and 
discover. The benefits for our 
students include independent 
learning and problem-solving 
skills helping them to become 
resilient, reflective individuals 
who are equipped with tools 
to aid them in life beyond 
secondary education.

At Key Stage 4 and 5 all 
students undertake individual 
enquiries which reflect their 
strengths and interests. 
Students are expected to 
engage with, analyse and reflect 
upon the work of designers/
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artists in detail. They will use a 
range of processes, techniques 
and media throughout their 
work to record observations 
and develop ideas. The work 
for this exhibition is drawn from 
both GCSE and A Level folders 
from 2019 where 60% of our 
students achieved A*-A at A 
level and grades 7-9 at GCSE. 
It constitutes a small sample of 
the creativity that takes place 
on a daily basis within our 
classrooms.

The Crypt School’s Original Premises at St Mary de Crypt Church
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Quattro’s Involvement with The Crypt School

The Crypt School, founded 
in 1539, is one of the oldest 
schools in the country. Originally 
an all boys selective grammar 
school. In 2018 the school 
admitted its first cohort of boys 
and girls into Year 7. Today, the 
Crypt School is Gloucester’s only 
vibrant co-educational selective 
school with pupil numbers in 
excess of 1000.

Now on their fourth site at 
Podsmead, the school’s work 
and ethos is still informed by 
the vision of its founders, John 
and Joan Cooke. The original 
school room where lessons 
were once taught in Latin still 
exists today next to St Mary de 
Crypt Church. This room along 
with the Church, has recently 
undergone a £1.5m heritage 
lottery transformation into a 
space to be enjoyed by both the 
school and community. 

In 1861, the school moved to 
a temporary building in Barton 
Street to accommodate the 

growing pupil numbers before 
moving to the former Orchard of 
the Medieval Franciscan Friary of 
the Grey Friars. The final move 
to Podsmead was in 1943, a 
site which had been purchased 
with incredible foresight by Joan 
Cooke in 1539.

Quattro have been working with 
the Crypt School since 2015, 
after being recommended as a 
practice with the experience and 
qualities needed to undertake a 
development plan for the school.

The Premises Development Plan 
that emerged has been used by 
the Crypt to inform development 
decisions and identify projects 
for Condition Improvement fund 
(CIF) opportunities, enabling the 
Crypt to achieve their goals of 
transitioning to a co-educational 
selective school.

Quattro continue to work closely 
with the school on subsequent 
projects.
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As part of Quattro’s Corporate 
Social Responsibility we are 
committed to supporting our 
clients and wider communities 
where possible. This exhibition 
in The Lobby Gallery is the 
continuation of a wider show 
case of School Artwork that will 
emerge over the coming years. 
We seek to showcase some of 
the incredible art work we are 
privileged to see at the schools 
we work with. 

Podsmead Premises

Alumnus: WE Henley (1849-1903) 
author of the poem ‘Invictus’


